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he strode so far as to dwarf himself by the dis-
tance; yet still listening to the music of his own
thoughts, or if additionally cheered, yet cheered
only by the prophetic faith of two or three soli-
tary individuals, he did nevertheless

------argue not

Against Heaven's hand or will, nor bate a jot
Of heart or hope; but still bore up and steer'd
Right onward.

From others only do we derive our knowledge
that Milton, in his latter day, had his scorners
and detractors; and even in his day of youth and
hope, that he had enemies would have been un-
known to us, had they not been likewise the ene-
mies of his country.

I am well aware, that in advanced stages of
literature, when there exist many and excellent
models, a high degree of talent, combined with
taste and judgment, and employed in works of
imagination, will acquire for a man the name of
a great genius; though even that analogon of
genius, which, in certain states of society, may
even render his writings more popular than the
absolute reality could have done, would be sought
for in vain in the mind and temper of the author
himself. Yet even in instances of this kind, a
close examination will often detect, that the ir-
ritability, which has been attributed to the auth-
or's genius as its cause, did really originate in an